TTR - TIP #183122 - Convert a TRS-88 printer cable, for multiple computers use. 


You have a TRS-80 model 3/4/4D/4P and a model 100/102/60 but only 1 trs-80 printer cable? 
You want to be able to print from your TRS-80 Laptop on that same printer? 


Don't buy a model 100 specific cable, | will be explaining how to make a cheap cable that can be used for 
Model 3/4/4p and model 100/102/600 series computers from a single parallel cable for a few dollars. 


Items needed: 
1x Trs-80 Centronics Printer cable with a 34 Pin edge connector on one end. 
1x 26 pin IDC female flat ribbon connector (search amazon they come in packs of 5 for 5$) 
1x razor blade 
1x electronics clippers/cutters 
1x table or hand vise 
Optional: 
1x 34 EDGE flat ribbon connector (if the one you have is difficult to remove from cable) 
1x sharp scissors 


Basically, | take the original cable that looks like this at the edge connector, where the mod will be done. 


TATA] 


Now in my case, the connector is easy to remove from the cable and reuse, but some of the older blue 
connectors can be brittle and break, so having a spare on hand would be wise, | remove this one | re- 
attach it 6 inches prior to where it was before. Note: if you are replacing the connector with a fresh one, 
please make sure that the connector has no key (as the model 3/4/d/4p does have a slot in their printer 
port) 
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once perpendicular to the cable, | fold the cable to slip it into the press and close the connector once 
again on the cable 


Important: just one word of advice when you press the connector, a firm hand but not a death grip is 
required to make full closure on the connector you will hear the "click" of the clamp closing in place 
stop. You are done. 


Next, if you did not know this about the grey cables each red line from pin 1 is 5 count, so red blue red 
blue red (counting across the cable lines) is 25, then 1 more grey line and there you have it 26 lines for 
the model 100 series 26 pins connector. 


| use my fingernail to split the end and draw it down, slip the connector remembering pin 1 position in 
this case is the first blue line (connector has a notch, check your final orientation), then slip it as well 
into the vise to close it 
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Trim the excess with a razor blade at the 26 pin idc connector as well as being careful clip the excess 
wires at the 34pin edge connector 
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And as we Say it in France, Voila! You are done ... now you can use it on a regular trs-80 model 3, 4, 5D, 
4P as well as the laptop models 100, 102, and 600. 


Best part? You saved 27.99 from buying people selling you just a model 100 series printer cable 


Any question: email me at TexasTandyRestorations@gmail.com or visit on my web site located at 
https://texastandyrestorations.org/ , See you all next time with another tip. 


© TTR (2022) 


